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VI. Some farther Obfervations relating to the Natural
Hiftory of Wales. In a Letter from Mr. Edw.
Lhwyd to Dr. Tancred Robinfon, F. R, S.

Usk in Monmouthfbire, June 1§. 1697.
S TR,

¥ VHE molt confiderable Difcoveries, fince my laft,
were fome new Species of Gloffoperre and Sili-
guaftray (the fitfe Ichthyodontes, 1 fuppofe, that ever were
obferv’d in Wales) on the top ot a high Mountain cal-
led Blorens near Aber Gavenni. The Siliquaftra were
{maller than the generality of thofe 1 had obfervd in
other Countries, Of the Gloffopetre we found one pretty
large 5 but the reft very {mall 5 all black, or atrorabent.
The fame place afforded alfo fome variety of Fofil Shells,
and plenty of Cuthbert’s Beads, which were very {mall
in comparifon of what are found throughout the North
of England. We alfo found there a large Teftaccous
Body, not to be compar’d as to its Figure with any fort
of Shell yet defcrib’d : Together with fome emboflfed
Reprefentations of pieces of the Sceletons of Ecels, or

{fome lefler Fith. All thefe were in Limeftone 5 but
Advancing about 3 Miles further into Brecknockfbire,
at a place call’d Lhan Elhi we {earched fome Coal and
Iron Mines. Their Coal-works were not Pits funk like
Draw-wells 5 but great Inroads made into the fide of the
Hill, fo. that three or four Horfemen might ride in a-
breaft. The Top is fupported with Pillars left at cet-
tain diftances ; and they make their By-lanes (as in o-
ther Pits) as the Vein requires. Fhe Slat above this
Coal .afforded only Stalks of Plants, which we did not
2 S{f 2 fave,
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fave, becaufe it feem'd impotiible to reduce them to their
feveral proper Species. However, clofe by the Pit we
found a valuable Curiofity, viz. a Stone for fubftance
like thofe they make Lime of 5 of a comprefs'd Cylinder
Form; and as it were cut off even at each End: About
8 Inches long, and 3 in breadth: Its Superficies adorn’d
with equidiftant Dimples, like Dr. Plof’s Lepidotes, Hif?
Ox. chap. 5. par. §5. and in cach Dimple a {mall Circle;
and in the Center of each Circle a little Stud like a Pins
head. Thisis the only Curiofity of the kind I have
feen 3 and is not referable to any thing I can think of,
either in the Animal or Vegetable Kingdom. -Amcng
the Iron Oats of the fame Hills we found fome new
Spars, and feveral Specimens of Oars {hot into a conftant
and regular Figure, tho not reducible to any Animal
or Vegetable Bodies.

~ About -5 Miles thence, at a place called Pont y Pwl
in this County (where, as alfo at Lhan Elbi, there are
Furnaces and Forges,) we found more Coal and Iron-
Mines 3 and collected fome fair Reprefentations of the
Leaves of Capillary Plants on the Iron Oar, but found
no Branches. One Major Hawbury of this Pont y Pool,
fhew'd us an excellent Invention of his own, for dri-
ving hot Iron (by the help of a Rolling Engin mov’d
by Warer) into as thin Plates as Tin : But without a
Dravght of the Machine 1 cannot give: you a Notion of
it. They cut their common Iron Bars into Pieces of
about two foot leng; and heating them glowing hot,
piace them betwixe thefe Tron Rollers 5 not-acrofs, but
their Ends lying the {ame way as the Ends of the Rol-
lers. The Rollers (moved with Water) drive out thefe
Bars to fuch thin Plates, . that their Breadth, which was
about 4 Inches, becomes their Length, being extended
to about 4 Foot; and what was before the Length of
the Bars is now the¢ Breacth of the Plates.  With thefe

Plates he makes Furnaces, Pots, Kettles, Sauce-Pans, &re.
Thefe
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T hefe he can afford at 2 very cheap rate (dbout the third

part of what is ufual) and yet dares warrant them not
lefs ferviceable : So that it is not to be doubted, but
that he will meet with the Encouragement due to fo
Ingenious and ufeful an Invention. He fends moft of
his Plates to Londor (where he has Workmen) ma-
king at home only what he finds the Country will take

off, Iam, N
ir,

Your moft obliged Servant,
E. LHWYD.

P. S. We had at Port y -Pool, on the 6¢h inltant, an
extraordinary Shower: of Hail 3 which extended about
a Mile, and lafted near half an Hour. It broke down
the Stalks of all the Beans and Wheat within that Cir-
cumference 5 and ruined “as much Glafs at Major Han-
bury’s Houfe, as coft 4/ the repairing. Some of the
Hail were 8 Inches about 5 ‘as to their Figure, very irre-
gular and unconftant 3 feveral of the Hail-frones being.
compounded, as the Major judg’d, who faw them.

VII, Con-



